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CELEBRATING OUR INDEPENDENCE
We celebrate American Independence Day on the Fourth of July
every year. We think of July 4, 1776 as a day that commemorates
the adoption of the Declaration of Independence and the birth of the
United States of America as an independent nation. Yet July 4, 1776
wasn’t the actual day that the Continental Congress decided to declare
independence from Great Britain – they did that on July 2, 1776!
Here are some other interesting facts about one of our most
celebrated days of the year:
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•

Only John Hancock signed the Declaration of Independence on
July 4, 1776. All others signed later.

•

Thomas Jefferson changed the wording of the Declaration of Independence
from “the pursuit of property” to “the pursuit of happiness.”

•

On July 4, 1778, George Washington ordered a double ration of rum for his
soldiers to celebrate the holiday.

•
•

The White House held its first July 4th party in 1801.

•

Approximately 150 million hot dogs and 700 million pounds of chicken are
consumed on July 4th.

•
•

Americans import $307.8 million worth of fireworks every year.

Congress made Independence Day an official unpaid holiday for Federal
employees in 1870. In 1938, congress changed Independence Day to a paid
Federal Holiday.

Every July 4th, the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia is tapped (not actually rung)
thirteen times in honor of the original thirteen colonies.

Keeping an eye on
WATER CONSERVATION
As we enter the warmer months
of the year, it’s common for us to
spend more time outside tending to
our lawns, gardens and landscapes.
The Smithtown and St. James Water
Districts recognize the importance
of conservation, especially during
the peak water pumping summer
season. With demand at an all-time
high, it’s more important than ever to
be aware of your water consumption.
Most importantly, the Districts have
been responding to the New York
State Department of Environmental
Conservation’s (NYSDEC) request
that each water district set a goal
to reduce water pumpage by 15
percent during the peak pumping
season of May through September.
According to the NYSDEC, this will
help achieve safe yield estimates
and reduce the need for added
infrastructure to meet peak demand.
By working together as a community
and addressing water conservation
at home or your place of business,
we can collectively attain this goal
and help protect and sustain our
most precious natural resource.

Gallons Pumped (Millions)

Summer Hours:
(July 1 – August 31)
Monday – Friday
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Gallons Pumped (Millions)

Business Hours:
Monday – Friday
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
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Taking Pride in
Customer Service
The Team Behind
the Scenes

Superintendent’s Message
A Message from Superintendent Chris Nustad
Welcome to the Smithtown Water
District and St. James Water District
Summer Newsletter.
If you’re like me, summer couldn’t
get here fast enough! We sure had
our share of snow this past winter,
yet it seems like a distant memory.
As we head into the beginning of the
summer season, it’s our responsibility
to remind our consumers about
embracing water conservation at
home and your place of business.

Within all utilities and municipalities, there is always
a team behind the scenes that helps get the job done.
Such is the case with Smithtown Water District’s and
St. James Water District’s customer service team.
Comprised of three clerks from Smithtown: Beth,
Linda and Annette, and two clerks from St. James:
Kristine and Joan, our customer service departments
work in unison to answer calls from over 10,000
accounts within both Districts.

Last year we set a goal to reduce water pumpage by 15 percent
during the peak pumping months of May through September. We’re
happy to report that our consumers have embraced this philosophy
and our numbers are down from the previous year. While there is
an abundance of water available to us deep down in the Magothy
aquifer, we cannot take it for granted. We’re championing the cause
of water conservation here in Smithtown and St. James to help
protect this natural resource today…and for future generations.
Smithtown Water District and St. James Water District Customer Service
Team. (left to right): Joan, Beth, Kristine, Annette and Linda.

“There is a lot of team unity here at the Smithtown
and St. James Water Districts,” said Chris Nustad,
Superintendent. “Collectively, there are only 12
employees within both Districts. Good communication
is key and we rely on one another throughout the
day…especially during the summer when we’re most
busy. Nustad went on to say, “We’re proud of our staff
and their dedication to service. We have a veteran
team that our customers can rely on for all their water
needs and questions.”

While we strive for a sustainable future, we ask our customers to
be mindful of water usage and help us achieve our goal. When we
experience droughts and heat waves, we’re pumping more water
than the average, so be mindful of water waste and overwatering.
Our Newsletter is filled with helpful water saving tips and
suggestions. Conservation is about being mindful of water usage and
not wasting water. AND some of our conservation methods will help
you save money on your water bill too!
Stay safe this summer and enjoy fun times with family and friends!

– Chris

Established in 1948 as a municipal water district
6.25 square mile radius
84 miles of water main throughout the District
Maintains 583 fire hydrants
20,530 people served through 5,869 connections
976 million gallons of water withdrawn in 2017

2

with Conservation in Mind
It’s not a surprise that lawn and landscape watering account for the largest amount of water consumption,
especially during the warmer weather season of May through September.
As part of our commitment to reduce water usage by 15 percent, we’re providing helpful recommendations
and suggestions to maintain a beautiful landscape while reducing water usage.
We’re certainly not telling you to stop watering your lawns, gardens and landscapes. Conservation is about
moderation while continuing to harvest a bountiful garden, keep a plush lawn and keep your flowers in bloom.
CHECK OUT SOME OF THESE HELPFUL IRRIGATION TIPS:
• By reducing the watering schedule on each of your sprinkler zones by just two minutes,
you will reduce water usage by 10 percent.
• Water your lawn and landscape in the dark hours of the morning to avoid evaporation.
• If you operate an irrigation system with an automatic timer, be sure to provide for
seasonal adjustments.
• Test your irrigation system so the grass and landscape are watered properly and not
sidewalks, driveways or patios.

WHAT GOES ON YOUR LAWN GOES INTO OUR GROUNDWATER:
Many of us fertilize our lawns regularly. It’s a common activity here on Long Island. Although
there are systems in place to remove nitrates from our water, you can help to reduce its impact
with a more modern, organic approach:
• Try turning to organic pesticides for your lawn and tree care. You can look for
homemade organic pesticide solutions online.
• Natural and organic lawn products are available in just about every home
improvement store. Try it, your lawn will thank you.
• Speak with your landscaper or local nursery to come up with a non-chemical
plan to treat your lawn.
• Don’t overdo it! Over-fertilizing is overkill and will literally kill your lawn. Be
conservative with your fertilizing efforts. A little will go a long way for a healthy lawn.

DELUXE WATER EFFICIENT HOSE NOZZLE – YOURS FOR THE TAKING

Facts About Smithtown Water District and St. James Water District

SMITHTOWN

Keeping Lawns and Landscapes Green…

ST. JAMES
Established in 1945 as a municipal water district
3.83 square mile radius
59 miles of water main throughout the District
Maintains 460 fire hydrants
11,810 people served through 3,374 connections
588 million gallons of water withdrawn in 2017

A little effort, some common sense and applying conservation methods at home can save
THOUSANDS OF GALLONS of water every year for each of our customers.
In an effort to achieve our goal of being more water efficient at home, come by the Smithtown
Water District and ask for your FREE Water Efficient Hose Nozzle. This durable nozzle comes with
seven spray options, a volume control dial and packs a pretty powerful punch!

VISIT US AT:
90 East Main Street
Kings Park, NY 11754

BETTER CALL US IN ADVANCE.
These hose nozzles are
available on a first-come,
first-served basis. Call ahead:
(631) 269-9202.
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